John Dillinger (1901-1934) died only a month
after his thirty-first birthday, but his brief
crime spree in 1933-1934 has fascinated the
world for generations. He is probably the most
famous Hoosier in history, though all he did was
rob banks. Part of his appeal is connected to his
legend as a daring outlaw—another Jesse
James—and part is due to his reputation for
sharing money with ordinary people, making
him a modern Robin Hood in the eyes of some.

He has been romanticized for his relationships
with women, his love of fast cars, his personal
charm, and his dramatic escapes from danger.
He came out of prison in 1933 as a very angry
young man who thought the world had
mistreated him, and he was determined to
strike back at the powers of society by
attacking the banks and running away with as
much money as he could grab.

He took advantage of weak links in the criminal
justice system, and his early success helped to
create the modern FBI, which was given great
powers to stop criminals like him. Dillinger’s
story is also the story of J. Edgar Hoover’s
effort to destroy Dillinger in order to establish
the FBI as the biggest and best law enforcement
agency in America.
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Hollywood
Poster Boy

Dillinger has always been a
popular subject with movie
producers. Since the 1930s there
have been at least half a dozen
major films that focus on
Dillinger’s life.
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Johnny Depp as Dllllnger
in “Public Enemies,”
UBLICY. » released in July 2009
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Humphrey Bogart used Dillinger as a model for the characters he played ilNywo
films: The Petrified Forest (1936) and High Sierra (1941)



Bogart

Bogart studied films and photos of Dillinger to create
a look for his film career that made him one of the
most popular “tough guys” in the movies of the 1930s
and 1940s.




Dillinger was the leading flgllI’e4lIl" a 1930s crime wave that

included other colorful characters, most of whom ended up
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The First Criminal Named by the FBI as “Public
Enemy Number One”

The crime wave of the early 1930s felt like a wartime invasion to many Americans. Some saw it as a war
between the haves and the have-nots, with the sons of poor families rising up to attack the banks and the
police. Dillinger and his gang armed themselves like soldiers, breaking into police departments in northern
Indiana and stealing bullet-proof vests and high-powered guns like the Thompson submachine gun and the
Browning Automatic Rifle. With their fast cars and personal arsenal, they swept into small towns like an
invading army, looting the local banks in broad daylight.

In this undeclared war the local police and the FBI
considered Dillinger a “public enemy” and offered
large rewards in the currency of the times to
anyone who could help them eliminate the threat.
Dillinger wass seen not merely as a bank robber, but
as a rebel soldier upsetting the established order of

society.
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Hollywood Sells the Legend of Public Enemy No. 1



In his hometown of Mooresville, Indiana, Dillinger was a tough but well-liked
kid who played for the local baseball team before going off to join the Navy.

He married a local woman, but the relationship
didn’t last.

He lasted only five months in the Navy.
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At twenty-one Dillinger was charged with his
first big crime, attacking and attempting to
rob a local grocer in Mooresville while the man
walked down the street. In 1926 Dillinger was
sentenced to ten-to-twenty years in prison.



Young Dillinger was sent to the reformatory at Pendleton, and then was
transferred at his own request to the Indiana State Prison at Michigan
City, where he wanted convicts to teach him how to rob banks.
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This is still Indiana’s most secure jail. It’s located in the far

IIld_ia,Ila; St&te PPiS OIl northern part of the state, near the dunes of Lake Michigan.



Dillinger and His Gang

May 22, 1933: Dillinger
left the Indiana State

john Dillinger 'luszz-s ] | Harry Plerpon-t“” ilOMz [Eharlcs M;.'i;ic;- 12636
Prison at Michigan City after ————— | | FiEE

serving 8 years of his10-20 " . oy ' }
year sentence. |
He was released
on parole to be with his dying
stepmother, but she died before
he could get back home
to Mooresville.

Summer 1933: In Ohio
Dillinger began robbing banks only
weeks after being released from T ‘m -
prison. After he arranged for guns — 7
to be smuggled to his gang back in F"" |
the Michigan City prison, they | (I
escaped in September and went to B (11
Ohio to join him, only to find that Lilitine
he was now in a Lima, Ohio, jail.
The gang then set Dillinger free,
killing the local sheriff in the
escape.




Greencastle $75,000
The Dillinger
gang robbed
this bank in
Greencastle,
Indiana, less
than two
weeks after
the gang
helped
Dillinger
escape from
the Lima,
Ohio, jail.
The bank is
no longer in —— T
business, but .
once : P
occupied the - e
corner of e ’ ,
this building. .




: This is a view of the old bank building in
~ Greencastle from the courthouse across the
street, where the sheriff had his office.
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Big Banks

First National Bank, East
Chicago, Indiana

Dillinger’s gang robbed
this bank on Jan. 185,
1934, killing a policeman.

Fast Cars
1933 Hudson
V-8
Dillinger liked this model in basic

black. What he admired was its

big engine. The V-8 was a recent

innovation in America.
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The V-8 was so new
that Ford had built
only two thousand
when Dillinger began
robbing banks. It was
introduced in 1932.




‘NOW'! COMPLETE SHOWING
SUPER-CHARGED AUBURNS

ALL MODELS

In America during the 1930s,
Indiana was second only to
Michigan in auto production
and was the home of the
finest luxury cars of the era
—the Auburn and the
Dusenberg, both
manufactured in Auburn,
Indiana. They were some of
the fastest cars in
production. There is no
evidence that Dillinger ever
used cars as big and fast as
these, but he was living in a
time and place where
powerful new cars were
suddenly available in

growing varieties.



In the Great Depression,
many banks failed,
closing their doors
overnight and leaving
their customers without
a cent.

As a result, there was
widespread distrust and
anger toward the
banking industry, which
helped to generate some
sympathy for Dillinger as
a “little guy” teaching the
big banks a lesson.

Some Hoosiers believed
Dillinger was a modern
Robin Hood who gave
away a lot of his money
to poor friends and
relatives.
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Ten days after robbing the bank in East Chicago, the Dillinger
gang was captured 2000 miles away in Tucson, Arizona, when
firemen responding to a fire at the gang’s hotel found some
weapons in the rooms and contacted police. Dillinger was
extradited to Indiana.
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The Dillinger gang’s road trip. They never made it to Mexico.



K Captain Matt Leach of the Indiana State Police tried
unsuccessfully to stop Dillinger’s crime wave.

him to dare him to find the gang. Once he called him “a
stuttering bastard.” He also sent him postcards saying,
“Wish you were here.”

. Established in 1938, the State Police lacked the
manpower and the firepower to stop Dillinger. It had only
42 men.

 Indiana’s country roads made quick getaways difficult to
chase.

Though Dillinger robbed banks as far away as Iowa and
South Dakota, his crime wave was centered in his home
state. He made his biggest haul from the bank in
Greencastile.




e Using a fake gun carved from wood (or some say soap),
Dillinger escaped from the Crown Point jail and drove off to
Chicago in Sheriff Lillian Holley's car. But crossing a state line
in a stolen car was a big mistake, bringing the FBI after him.

Sheriff Holley treats
Her prisoner like a,
Visiting celebrity
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Johnny Depp was filmed in the same Crown Point, Indiana, courtroom
where Dillinger once sat. .
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A modern outlaw, Dillinger became the most wanted man in
America, hunted by police in several states and by the FBI
nationwide. The pistol in his hand is the fake gun he used to
escape from the Crown Point jail.



Wanted for Vehicle Theft.

By stealing Sheriff Holley’s car and driving it to Chicago after his escape from her jail,
Dillinger crossed the state line between Indiana and Illinois, and therefore broke
federal law, causing J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI to issue this charge of interstate vehicle
theft against Dillinger. From March 1934 until his death in July, Dillinger was
relentlessly pursued by Hoover and his agents on federal charges.

IDENTIFICATION

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION  Fingerprint Classmication
s 12 seiun U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 2980
WANTED WASHINGTON, D. C.

JOHN DILLINGER, with alias,

FRANK SULLIVAN NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ACT

DESCRIPTION , 75, 193 CRIMINAL RECORD

shey Dillinger, #IS395, receives
5 teat 7-1/

tent to rob and con-
felony; sentences,
2

ys
As Jan; Dillinger, ¥13235, received
State Prison, Michigan City, Ind
July 18, 1929; transferred fro
State Reforeatory; parcled und
eyenrow - formatory jurisdiction, May 10,
Mustache - parole revoked oy Governor - cons
as delingquent parclee:
As John Dillinger, FIOSB7, arrested
1.7 Wi Police Department, Day Sep-
/ i/ 4 tesber 22, 1933; charge,
YA\ RAA £ )‘fl X turned over to Allen Counm
svthorities;
\’ As John Dillinger, recelved County
., bank roobery: escaped Octobar 12, 1833;
nt, Tucson, Arizona, Jenuary 25, 1934; charge, fugitive: turned

s Office, Crown Point, Indiana, Jansary 30, 1934; charge,

of arrest charging Jobn Dillinger with

-] felonious)ly and knowingly
yof Liltian Holley Sheriff,

Lake County, Indiana, from Crowr

rd to the nearest oftice of the Divi

f Just
reof which is nearcst your ci

¥ J. EDGAR NOOVER, DIRECTOR.




The Big House: Alcatraz, San Francisco Bay
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Or it is more likely that
Dillinger would have been sentenced to die in the electric
chair at the Indiana State Prison for killing the policeman in
East Chicago. His pal Harry Pierpont was executed in Ohio,
despite being paralyzed from gunshot wounds. Guards had to
carry Pierpont to the chair.
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Dillinger’s fatal mistake was his

weakness for prostitutes. Anna,

Sage ran one of the most

notorious brothels in the area of

Gary, Indiana, and East Chicago,

Indiana. Her constant protector

| from police interference was an

\ East Chicago cop named Martin
Zarkovich. By 1934 Anna was

\ keeping a low profile in Chicago,
Illinois, because the federal

‘ government was threatening to
deport her for being in the

l country without legal

| permission. She was trying to

| continue her brothel business in

rs. Anna Sage (left), said to have provided the information to her |

close friend, Sergt. Martin Zarkovich (right) of the East Chicago po/ic‘.';‘,“ a Small Way Wj_thout dI’&WiIlg

which led to the killing of John Dillinger. Snapshots of the pair were

found in Mrs. Sage's flat here following her hasty departure after 1}16‘! a:ttention fI’OIIl the I].liIlOiS
s s S , | authorities or the federal govt.

When Dillinger began going out with Polly Hamilton in Chicago, where she worked for Anna Sage,
he appears not to have known about Anna Sage’s connection to Sergeant Zarkovich of the East
Chicago Police. Dillinger was wanted for the murder of a police officer in East Chicago, so
Zarkovich had every reason to be watching for any sign of Dillinger in the area after the convict’s
escape from Sheriff Holley’s jail in Crown Point. Whether Zarkovich set a trap for Dillinger to
become involved with Polly, or whether Anna simply contacted her police friend after John began
dating Polly, no one can determine today. Either way, Zarkovich was the one who encouraged
Anna Sage to contact the FBI, and to help the federal agents set an ambush for Dillinger in
Chicago. Anna wanted the FBI to help her remain in America, and supposedly she received a
promise to that effect in exchange for informing on Dillinger.



Killed at the movies in
Chicago. The FBI
ambushed Dillinger
here.

1y

Now Playing: Manhattan
Melodrama,
Starring Clark Gable

® @
Dillinger sunned down
at the air-conditioned
Biograph on a hot
night in July 1934
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A Night at the Movies il
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Facing the electric chair, Blackie Gallagher (Clark Gable) says: “Die the
way you lived, all of a sudden. That’s the way to go. Don’t drag it out.”

These were some of the last words Dillinger heard before he left the
theater.



In this second view of the Biograph, it's clear that beating the
heat with air conditioning was almost more important than
watching the movie.

Anna Sage
wore an
orange dress
so that the FBI GRAPH
could
recognize her
when she left
the theater
with Dillinger,
but the lights = %
outside made
her dress seem
red, and so the
press called st
her “The Lady | B
in Red.” !
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The real Chicago
location restored
by the movie
producers of
“Public Enemies”




Young Polly Hamilton

Five years younger than Dillinger, Polly
came from a broken home in Fargo, North
Dakota. She had been married and
divorced to a policeman in Gary, Indiana,
and when Dillinger met her in Chicago just
weeks before his death, she was working
for Anna Sage as an occasional prostitute
and escort. In a 1934 interview with the
Chicago Herald and Examiner, Polly
described Dillinger as a shy, Indiana farm
boy who liked biscuits and gravy, and who
idolized her as his “Countess.” He lavished
money and gifts on her and took her out
every night, going to clubs, movies, and
amusement halls.

After Dillinger’s death, she tried to keep
out of the spotlight and soon married an
ordinary salesman in Chicago. They led a
quiet life, and she died a forgotten woman
of the Dillinger story in 1969. Hamilton
wass the name of Polly’s family in Fargo,
but she was also known as Edythe Keele,
and Edythe Black. (Roy Keele was her first
husband, and William Black her second.)




R.I.P. Crown
Dillinger




Melvi
Purvis

This is the FBI
agent who led the
team that caught

Dillinger. When the
press tried to give
all the credit to
Purvis, he fell out of
favor with FBI chief
J. BEdgar Hoover. He
resigned a year
later, realizing that
his boss resented
his success.




Top Cop: J. Edgar Hoover, FBI

The man who took credit for catching
Dillinger was in charge of the FBI for
almost 50 years



Hoover usually worked at the FBI headquarters in Washington,
but he liked for the public to think that he was racing from one
end of the country to the other as the nation’'s top crime
fighter.

>
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He didn’t waste any time getting his
picture taken with Melvin Purvis.
He wanted to remind the world that
he was Melvin’'s boss.
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Purvis helped to popularize the term G-Man as a description for
government agents from the FBI. In the 1930s the term became so famous
that it inspired Hollywood to make several movies with G-Man in the title,
and soon there were dozens of pulp magazines featuring tales of crime
and adventure with G-Men featured as heroes. It’s no wonder that Purvis
was once considered among the most famous men in America.
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More than 25 years after his men killed Dillinger, Purvis died
of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Some say it was suicide,
while others think it was an accident.

elvin Purvis Dies} —
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Memo to J. Edgar Hoover: Purvis is Dead

| i o e - -
—_—— v | (

;‘ | Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Director, FBIL DATE: 3/2
SAC, Savannan (77-2055)

MELVIN HORACE!;LRVIS
FORMER SPECIAL™AGENT
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER

Reference 1s made to Savannah teletype dated
2/29/60 advising that MELVIN HORACE PURVIS
committed suicide that date,

Attached 1is an article which appeared in the 4
Plorence Morning News, March 1, 1960, .as well
as an article which appeared in The State, a
daily Columbia, S. C. newspaper, dated March 1, . s
1960, Nothing further is known regarding the @ 'y

suicide by the resident agents assigned to 4
Florence, S. C. . QS ?E




Whatever happened to the Lady in Red? The FBI
didn't help Anna Sage fight deportation as an illegal
immigrant, and she was sent back to her native
Romania.

Here she gives a rather
affectionate goodbye
kiss to her son, Steve, as
she leaves America on

April 25, 1936.
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were in a senous condition at
ISt Margaret's hospital this akt.
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|received at 7:10 o'clock this] Luna, democrutie
! mozning when their automobile ’:_'\"“:':"' i
i was steuck by a speeding Cln- _|
leago-bourd Niekel Plate
[senger train at 1301k
wnd Torcence avenus in
wasch.
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wimun{ on J'\n\- 70
, and Henry Stavenw. 49,
L 130th street, botk of Choe

e sy, s o CﬂﬂH RAN ES
BEAT CUBS
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seamble  sleult ! Collimy
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savere  Mazerntion of
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sruthed niby and o :owbe
re of the neht lang,
Car Is Wereeked
ey
2. police of the
| Chicago accdont provealion  be-
jrens reported. The entire m.h
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Palice said the automebele, whach |
wis headed caat on 1ML atrect.|
apparentiy had boen diiven ito the
path of the locomotive

The officers  slated
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'35 HOUSE
PERMITS IN
HAMMORD
FAR AHEAD

increase of 848 Par Cent Is;
Shown in First 9 Months
. of the Year

Building permits issued in
Hammond for the first nine
months of the year have in-
teronsed 848 per cent in value
over the same perioc 1n 1934
1he higute rose from $134.404
n 103400 $1.244,4061m 1935,
anth sn 1533 hax xhown n
nerosho ever g corre-
K monik 1 1934 making the
ocly Increasces vun as folbaws

ter

YD.'

The sigaifiennt pert of the sa.
Ustues, wocord: v ing Com-}

ETHIOPIA

£

BOMBERS
- STARTED
ITALIAN

- ADVANCE

Itallan Troops Invade Ethi-
opia Shortly Before Sun-
rise Today

BLLLETIN

LONDON. O¢t. 8—iLNS)—
}'nr(r fighting was reported in
Tigres pravines In w0 Hauter's
dispateh reecived fram Addis
Ababa late today,

The dispatch “claimed the
Jallams wrre retrealing, eove

ered by alrplanes.

By WEBE MILLER
(Unitcd Presy Stelf Cocrespondent)
«Coyyu 1627 oy Unued Press)

GENERAL HEADQUAR-
TERS, ITALIAN ARMIES, IN
THE FIELD (Via' Asmara)—
The ltalian advance into Ethi-
opin was started this morning.

The initial objective was Adu-
wa, to the suth of the main
ltakian concentration area, for
Aduwa was where an ltalarn
army was r-pved to pieces 39
vears ago.

7

raradoner Jowgy Gay. » s 0 eada. 4 N SR The Itahans grosred
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v Purvis, upper u)o Bedped Kl Dillenger, ax chiof of the fedoral nzents i Chiengo, seal ed .l — <%
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M ITOBAKT C. MONTER

Naly and

“wowman n red”
ot Diltinger or the Gomen, $3400 trom
“Babky Faco"

to Chcu.cr Paut lr'\nll of Indsana to save ber from bemg l\-nl 50 Rumnma.

siuarios UNIOKS T0

BE FOUGHT

CapTisy

ADDIS S.BAKA et X2
news cameraman, n Capt. Aried
Varges. was the first American
casualty of the Itale-Ethioplan
war,

Copt. Varges, employed by
Hearst Motrowene Newsreel and
& photogiopher with A world
regatation, wes felled By Ethio-
pian tnbesmen today as they
made & mad rush for whites as-
sexablod on the palice aleps Lo
hear the emperor's meddizailon
prochxmation.

received, ng part of lser rewsrd for “putting the
mucl P, Coulsy, Jeft, bedow, fedeinl ngent wis [a
son. Mrs Eage, whest homa Iy in Gary, ind, has appealed

COMPANY[

LATEST WAR
DEVELOPMENTS

ADDISE ABABA, Oct, 3.~1U. |
PleAnctieal Fiaopn  today |
steeled hersell for war Lo the

~ o Captl. Vurges sullered n se-
:‘:':"’:",}: aecrerve 13 inde rlonaly sprained knee, He wax
1| Nerayed and wreated st the hes-

E Tor Hule Selassie I, de- |

L 4nd U5es protesded to cone
| nr 2 bis work against the ad.
vice of e phymcian who at-
teaded Bim,

oo R t &f peace, or-

dered ;men modihizatka
LONDON, Oct. 3 —(INS e
War broike hose today in Ethie-
pin e Itaban feeses warted
their geand of(emnves from two
. e s Ageney re-

| points, ad] cosverging In beavy col-
{umas toward Aduwa,
The zeto hour was 43 & m,

A FL SRYS




A Newspaper from 1947 reports

the death of Anna Sage

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

April 29, 1947

Page Eight
Dl"mgel’s womanll’oor Cow Milker Kills DONTMOVE 5 vl PERMANENTS ! AWNINGS | Cmerds ,
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TANT YiEN YONAY

Led Criminal Into
Trap 13 Years Ago

BUCHAREST, Reumania, April
28 (#"Tho Woman In Red.,” who
led John Dillinger into an ¥81
trap thet resulied In the kllbing
of America's Publie Enemy Neo. |
in Chiengo 13 yeors ago, died Ingt
Friday In a qulet tawn In Soutl
wostern Romaonio, the Timisoara
newspaper Vestful sald todey,

Ans Cumdunas, known o the
United States as Mrs, Anna Sage,
was 58 voars oM al the time of
her death,

Deported by the Unlted States
fovernment in 1936, Mre, Cume
panas returned to her native Ro-
manla where she made her home
a1 Timisoarn, leading tho Hie of
wellitodo eitizen,

Despite her relative opulence,
the newspaper sald, Mrs, Cum-
panas maintained to the end of
her lile that U. $. Foderal suthord.
Ues had “cheatod™ her out of the
570,000 reward for which the con.
tended, she had agreed 10 “pul the
fnger” on Dillinger, whom she
desertbed: as & former buasiness
associate.

based o a conviction in Cary,
Ind, of runnlag a disorderly
hoase,

Mrs. Louis B, Mayer Wins
Divorce and $3,250,000

..OS ANGELES, April 28 (1%—
Mrs. Louls B, Mayor, chorging her
milllonnire husband descried her
after 43 years of marriage, todny
won a diverce and a $3,.250,000
Y nl.

Yeuyer, who as preduction hewd
of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studio
Js one of the natlon’s highest sal
arted men, according 10 Mrs, May-
or's deposition came to her May
2, MG, and sald, “*Well, I'm
Jeaving.' Then ho xot up. nnd
Jeft, There was no provecotion
whatsoever and ke Jeft witheut
my coment,”

The Mayers were married In
Roston in 1004,
daughters, Mrs, Irene
soparated but not divarced from
Producer David O. Selznick, and
Mrs. Edith Goesx, wile of Produc.
or William Geetz,

Robert A. Lovett
To Succeed Acheson

%'ASH’I.\'G?O.\'. Aprl] 28 (IN.'I»,)l
wi

—President Truman  soon
=ame Roben A, Lovelt, for

afans cuns ccanehasss @ Ao

Her depoctation was|

They have wwo,
Sekenick, |

|

employer, Detoctive LA, Chorles
Nowakowski suld today,

becnuse |

“he yelled ot me boctouse ]
couldn't milk the cows right”
The youth, driving the suto.
moblle ol the victim, Alvin B,
Wittenberger, 45, o Nilwoukee
Ingurnnee  broker, wns arrestod
here last night ofter he was In.
volved In a miner sulo secldent
Witlenberger wos kilked by » 22
ealiber rifle bullet lale Friday
night at his Ozaukoe eounty form
home,

Tars Find Scots Tight

LONDON, April 23 (A9 « The
Sundoy Express reported todoy
tnat a penchant for collecting sou-

IDIAL 4481

BLACK nad WHITE TAXI

DELIVERY SEKVICE

CLIFFORD'S TAXI LINE|

DIAL 7811)°

BONDED AND INSURED

venirs had resulted In the lem-
porary detention of 04 sallore
from the American crulser
o) Wilkes-Burre st Callender, Scot-

{land. The trouble developed, tho

paper sald, when several hotel
and tovern keepers discovered
varlews articles such ns crestod
sliverware and sshirays missing.
—————

Clovis Air Base to Go
On Caretaker-Status

CLOVIS, Aprll 28 (M-Military
persenne] nt the Clevis army air
field ‘will be reduced 1o six offi-
cors ang 12 enlisted moen by May
1, ot which time the bwe gocs
o carelaker stitux, il was an-
nounced today,

Civitian personncl strength’ will

parture of the Lroops, |

THOREZ ACCUSED BLUM
PARIS, Aprll 28 (M—Commu~

RUBBER STAMPS
COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Gordon Printing Co.

208 West Gold Dist 24303
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TRIUMPHANT INTERNATIONAL TOUR!

COMIC OPERA CO

FRIDAY NITE, May 2—"THE MIXADO"
SATURDAY MATINEE, May 3—"H. M. S. PINAFORE"
SATURDAY NIYE, May 3—"PIRATES OF PENZANCE”

Make Rescrvatlons Now

ADMISSION:
Evenings...51.30, $2, $2.50
Matinee.......$1, $1.50, $2
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e Matt Leach was from
Gary, Indiana, and was its
police chief before
becoming captain of the
State Police.

eThe federal government
pressured Indiana to fire
Leach after the Dillinger
case because he often
objected to Hoover’s
tactics.

elLeach and his wife died
in a car accident on the
Pennsylvania Turnpike in
1955 when another car
cut in front of him.
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Director

Division of Investigation
U. 8. Departassnt of Justioe
1001 Vermont Avenue, N, W.,

Bashingtom, D. C.

Dear Bir:

o }
KE: JOEN PILLINGER, aliases, FUGITIVE, I
an Meter, allases, I. 0. 1222;
J

wll, .1‘“’ IO o. lm
" I. 0. 1228

FBI files on Dillinger
(note that Hoover's organization was not yet officially the FBI,
calling itself the U.S. Bureau of Investigation)



5 ' 106 W. Adans & oS tere bui R g
S Chicago INlincis - e, Mr. Harbo

¢ L
Director
' Pivision of Investigation
' U. 8. Departmsent of Justioce
: 1001 Vermont Avenus, N, W.,
Washingtom, D. C.
Dear Bir:
o
EE: JOEN PILLINGER, aliases, FUGITIVE, X. o.m-u
an Meter, aliases, XI. O. 1222;
J ton, alias, I. 0. 1220; £
Leater N./'G s, anasoc, I. 0. 1225;
) Thomas Leo » aliases (boomd) I. 0.1224;
Marie Marion conforu tlh.u, PUGITIVE;
Mro. Helen Gillis, -n.-o-. FUGITIVE; et mal.
; EATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ACT
s P OBSTRUCTIOR OF JUSTICE
H j’v For your information thers are incorporated below
4 t details relating to the killing of JOHN HEREERT
i DILLINCER by Special Agents of the Division ctw Tllinois,
i ,‘ % on July 22, 1954.
’ - A
On the afternmoon of July £, xm, t Martin
4 ch and Captain Timothy{O'Neil, of the}East Chicago Indiana
ce Department, contacted Agent Charge, M. BE. Purvis,

and myself and advised that a confidential informant, the name

of whom has been furnished to the Division, bad attended theatres
in Chicago with her girl friend and John Herbert Dillinger. . =
The girl friend of the informant was alleged to be keeping com- .
pany with Dillinger. It was stated that uwsually Dillinger at-
tended the Marbro Theatre.

.9' Abocut five thirty P. M., on July 22,
oS

\(\ - girl friend, with whom Dillinger had been keepl WI934 A
l(ﬁ't) Pillinger and friend wouid call for the wox-mt aboul
o'clock that night and that they contemplated attending either B
the Marbro or Biograph Theatres in Chicago. "y _— r_;—
; REGORDD 7. % |
. COPLES DESTROYED mDEKED P

T :r" A °7° w ‘ '“. T e TR B RS ”\f‘ ‘. - ‘Qu —— \\, RN -

W—
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At seven thirty o'clock on the night of July 22,
1984, Special Agent in Charge, M. H. Purvis, and Special
Agent R. D. Brown proceeded to & point pear the
Theatre, 2453 Lincoln Aveme, Chicago, Illinois. At the
sane time Sergeant Zarkovich, of the East Chicago Indiana
Police Department, and Special Agent C, B. Winatead proceeded
to 2 point near the Harbro Theatrs. With exteption of the
Agents mentioned above, all Agents remained in the
Office awaiting telephonic advice concerning the identity of
the Theatre which Dillinger actually entered.

At eight fifty P. N. Dillinger and two women Com—
ponions were observed entering the Biograph Theatre, 24355
Lincoln Avemue, Chicago, Illinois, by Special Agent in Charge,
M. H. Purvis, and Agent Brown. This information was tel
to the Chicago Office. Instructions were immsdiztely issusd
to the Agents in the Office to proceed to the vicinity of the
Biograph Theatre and cover the place in accordance with in-
structions previcusly issued. Both Theatres bad been wvisited
earlier in the evening and detailed information was obiained
concerning the wvarious exits and noasibles svernues of escapre
fror the Harbro and Biograph Theatres.

Special Agents C. 0. Burt and H., B. Hollis were
assigned togetber with Officers Scpsic and Stretch of the
East Chicago Indiana Police Department to seize Dillinger as
he was leaving the Theatre. Special Agents J. P. NcCarthy
and R. G. Gillespie were to close in towsrds Dillinger from -
the norih while Agents J. R. Welles and A. E. Lockerman were
to close in towards Dillinger fromz the scuth. Special Agents
E. L. Richmond, C. G. Cazmpbell, J. J. Netcalfe and Vsl C.
Zimmer were stationed on the opposite side of the sireet.
Specisl Agents T. J. Connor, . F. Glyon and R. C. Suran
covered the exits in the alley at the scutheasti corner of the
Biograph Theatre. Agents J. T. MclLaughlin, W. C. Ryan, Wolts
and D. P. Sullivan covered the emergency exits in the alley
on the north side of the Theatre. Agent Brown remained in a
car near the Theatre while Special Agent in Charge, M. H.
Purvis, was stationed near the Biograph Theatre.




e L

Within & short period of time after receiving infor-
mation that Dillinger was attending the Biograph Theatre, Agmt
Winstesd and Sergeant Martin Zarkovich were advised by telephone
of that fact and they immediately proceeded to that place.
Winstead took & position with Agents BHurt and Hollis.

Immediately uplm receiving word that Dillinger was at-
tending the Biograph, I proceeded to that place. Captain Timothy
O'Neil and Sergeant Conroy of the East Chicago, Indiana Police
Department accompenied me. I maintained & roving 1tunna
hptumnwmmuumwmwummuu
were being covered properly.

About ten-thirty o'clock on the night of July 22, 1954,
Dillingsr, accompanied by two women companions, was observed
emerging from the Biograph Theatre. They walked south om Lincoln
Avenue from the theatre. Special Agent in Charge M. H. Purvis
gave the pre-arranged signel of lighting m cigar. Agents imme-
diately began to close in slowly toward Dillinger from all sides.
Dillinger apporently became apprebensive. He glanced over hie
shoulder at Agents and started to run, grabbing for his gun siml-
tanecusly. Agent C. B. Winstead fired one shot. This was lmmeo-
diately followed by one shot each by Agent Winstead, Agent C. 0.
Rurt and Agent H, E; Hollia, Another shot was fired by Agent
Winstead. Dillinger fell face downward near an alley. A 580
calibre sutomatic pistol was 4in his hand when he fell. No shots
were fired from Dillinger's pistol. An extra clip for his pistol
wvas found in his pocket. :

LJ
Dillinger was removed to the Alexian Brothers Hospital,
at which place he arrived at 10:55 P. M., where be was pronounced
dead. Subsequent thereto the body of Dillinger was taken to the

County Morgus.

An examination of the body disclosed two fresh wounds
on bis chest, one of which was located just below his heart. A
fresh bullet wound also appeared to have been caused by 2 bullet
entering the rear of the skull and emerging from the lower por-
tion of the right eye above the cheek-bone. Complate detalils
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concerning the location of the bullet wounde are being obteined
from Prank J. Walsh, Coroner, Cook County, Chicago, Illinois,
and same will be forwarded to the Divisiocn at the earliest pos-
sible date.

At the time of his desth Dillinger was wearing the fol-
loring clothes;

1l pair - white buckskin Nunnbush shoes, sise 9 D,
manufacturer’s pumber 589...108721.

T ——— ..

1 pajir - dlack socks; no manufacturer's name.
1 pair - red Peric garters.
\ 1 pair - shorts (Hanes), white in color, with blue

stripes, size 34, bearing manufscturer's
identifying oumber 186A-3506E-54.

1l pair - gray pants containing laundry mark in pock-
ot,lo.&SS(QO)

i = LViack elt with silver buckle - no monogran.
/
- white troedcloth shirt, Kenilworth brand.

1 - red printed necktie, bearing tag of Paul Boldt &
Sons, 2724 RNorih Clark Strest, Chicago, Illinois.

TR -y

[w

~ —

In addition to the clothing which he was wearing Dillin-
ger ua!.npomuionotthtonm:

1 - gold ring with ruby set, eontun.s.:gt.hofonm
inscription on the inside of the ring: "with all

4

xy love, Polly.*™ /'

1l - yellow geld 17-_1@ Hemilton watch, works No. 544347,
case No. 0S5683684. In the rear of the case of this
watch there was & picture of a young woman, which
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bas been identified as that of the girl firiend
who attended the Biograph Theatre with him on
July 22, 1954. The pame of this girl is Polly
Hanilton.

2 - keys, one of which was manufectured by the Inde-

pendent Lock Company; the other key appeared to be
for a door.

1 - sutomstic pistol, .580 calibwe.

1 - extra loaded sutomatic c¢lip of .580 calitwe. This
clip was filled with Remington U.N.C. cartridges.

l - white handkerchief with s browm border,

In addition to the fresh wounds which have been previ-
ously described, an examination of the body disclosed an old gun-
shot wound above the left knee. Jt was noted that small acars
appeared in the dimple of Dillinger's chin. Scars also were no-
ticed approximately 13* below the left and right temples. A scar
wes also observed between the eyedrows. The eysbrows apparently
haa veen ayec. Thoe hair of Dillinger also bad been died dark
brown in color. Dillinger was wearing s long narrow dark-colored
mustache.

At the County Norgue, Special Agent M. Chaffetz took
two sets of fingerprints from the body. It was discovered that
the ridge forsations om the fingers had Deen tampered with and by
an examination of the corpee, there wmwe found what appeared to be
small scars caused by acid burns near the core of the large forma-
tions on each finger. A copy of the fingerprints of Dillinger
was forwerded to the Division, air mail, special delivery, on
the night of July 22, 1954.

An inquest was beld at the Cook County Norgue by Coro-
per Frank J, Walsh at 11:30 A.M. on 25, 1954, A verdict of
Justifietle homicide was rendered. TheWjury took occasion to com-
mend the work of the Division, and words o!’,‘eo-endng_ig were also
expressed by thejcoroner. Special Agent EJ L. Richmond testi-
fied as to the fingerprint icentification, and I testified as to
general facts.
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TheresajPaulus, 2020 Commonwealth Avenue, received a
slight flesh wound in the hip and wes taken to the Grant Hospital
shere she remsined several hours. The bospital bill was stated
to be only £5.00.

Mrs, mﬂamaky, 2429 Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
also received et wound between the knee and the thigh. &he
was removec to the Columbus Hospital., The injury which she re-
ceived is said to be inconsequentizsl.

Speciel Agents of the Chicago Office have offered every
possible assistence to the injured ladies, &s well as to'the fas-
114es of these indivicdusls. Both Theresa Paulus and Mrs. Fta Natal-
sky appeared to appreciate the attitude exhibited by the Chicago
office with reference to the injuries which they received at the
time Pillinger wos ahot.

Photostatic copies of the coroner's report are being ob-

tained and same will be trenamitted to the Division at the ear-
11art. nnasible date.

Very truly yours,

VWP:EH Special Agent. c




